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Greetings to the Community in the name of our
Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ!
We have been privileged to hold our Walks at Cross
Roads in Chriesman, Texas. Hilda Baker is the
Founder and President of this camp. We received
the following note from Hilda upon receipt of a
donation from Brazos Valley Emmaus Community
toward building a house for the camp manager. This
shows what the donation made by BVEC was used
for along with a matching donation. The next time
you are at the camp, look to the right at the top of
the hill and see what progress has been made.
We have upcoming walks which are listed below.
Now is the time to talk with your friends and tell
them about your Emmaus Experience. Then you can
volunteer to sponsor them for these upcoming
Walks.
The Teams are undergoing training to be prepared
to serve on Walks #104 and Walk #105. They need
your Prayers, Pilgrims and support.
DeColores
Forrest Goodell, Community Lay Director

BVEC UPCOMING WALKS
Walk #104 – LD Dennis Wilgonowski, October 6-9, 2016 at Cross ‘Roads Retreat in Chreisman
Walk #105 – LD Beth Vickers, October 20-23, 2016 at Cross ‘Roads Retreat in Chreisman
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Sponsorship is one of the most important aspects of the Walk to
Emmaus. Sponsorship requires extensive prayer, diligent thought, and
careful planning and follow-through. If you have just finished your Walk,
ask your Sponsor to co-sponsor a Pilgrim with you . . . they can guide you
on all of the responsibilities. Of course, the first step is Prayer! Pray that
God will guide you to the person with whom He wants you to share the
Walk to Emmaus.
Good sponsorship is the first act of Agape. Good sponsorship
undergirds the whole weekend with sacrificial love on behalf of each
pilgrim embodying the personal commitment of the community to
each pilgrim. Good sponsorship is the foundation for a healthy,
effective Emmaus Movement that is fulfilling its true purpose: the
development of Christian leaders and the renewal of the church in ministry,
WHY DO WE SPONSOR? WHAT IS OUR AIM? It is NOT trying "to get all my friends to go" or to "fix
people's problems” or to reproduce one's own religious experience in others. Rather, IT IS the aim
of the sponsor to bring spiritual revitalization to Christians who, in turn, will bring new life and
vision to the work of the church in the congregation, home, workplace, and community. The AIM of
sponsorship is to build up the Body of Christ.
WHO DO WE SPONSER? The Walk to Emmaus is for active Christians and members of churches
whose own renewal will mean new energy, commitment, and vision in the church and everyday
environments for Christ's sake. Those sponsored could include the following: Church leaders
(pastors and laypersons) who will bring vision, commitment and understanding back to their
congregations and who need the renewal and grace Emmaus channels; dependable church
members who are the quiet backbone of the church; less active members who need their
awareness of grace rekindled and their commitments renewed; Christians who are hungry for
"something more" and who want to grow spiritually; members and leaders who represent a cross
section of the church and who will help Emmaus remain theologically sound, centered on the
essentials of our common faith, and open to different perspectives; and respected laypersons and
clergypersons whose participation, support, and leadership will encourage others to take the Walk
and will be a sound, balanced leadership base for the movement in the community. Forms can be
found on the BVEC website: bvemmaus.org
Emmaus empowers leaders to be the hands and feet of Christ. Luke 24:32 They asked each other,
“Were not our hearts burning within us while He talked with us on the road and opened the
Scriptures to us?”

WALK TO EMMAUS BROCHURES
We have new ‘Walk to Emmaus Brochures’ which you can get from Dianne
Davenport to distribute at your church. If you don’t have one, they will be available
at the next Gathering at FUMC Bryan. Hand these out at your church, and let’s all
work together and fill these upcoming Walks to capacity of 36 each!
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Lay Director: Forrest Goodell (713) 201-3043
Spiritual Director: David Porterfield (979) 224-4155
Assistant Lay Director: Russ Bevil (979) 567-7461
Treasurer: Elaine Alexander (512) 745-7212
Secretary: Liz Gabriel (979) 324-0320
Team Selection: Russ Bevil (979) 567-7461
Nominations: Les Rogers (325) 665-8224
Reunion Groups/4th Day: Dave Ogee (512) 8985381
Registrar: Dianne Davenport (979) 421-2838
Welcoming/Closing: Les Rogers (325) 665-8224
Agape: Charlotte Waddill (936) 855-2523
Music/Entertainment: Swen Crone (254) 770-7176

Training: Sherrian Gondesen (979) 255-7746 &
Charlotte Waddill (936) 855-2523
Logistics, Transportation, Facility set-up/
--breakdown: Tennille Lamon (979) 575-0591
Literature & Supplies: Jim Miller
Sponsor Hour/Candelight: Sherrian Gondesen
(979) 255-7746
Gatherings: Margy Elliott (281) 370-0505
Prayer Chapel/Prayer Vigils: Gary Westbrook (512)
455-7917
Kitchen Coordinator: Luke Heath
Communication: Forrest Goodell (713) 201-3043
Technology: Forrest Goodell with Jerry Coffman

2016 Gatherings
For Directions, go to bvemmaus.org, click on Calendar, find the
date and then click on the location.
DATE

LOCATION

August 6, 2016

FUMC, Bryan

September 10, 2016

Franklin UMC

October, 2016

No Gathering, come out to the Candlelights for Walks
#104 and #105 (October 8th and 22nd )

November 5, 2016

316 in Caldwell – 4th Day

December, 2016

No Gathering – MERRY CHRISTMAS
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A CASE FOR THE 4TH DAY and REUNION GROUPS
First Corinthians, Chapter 6, Verse 19 reads, "Do you not know that your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit, who is in
you, whom you have received from God? You are not your own; but bought at a price." While this verse and the
accompanying verses remind us that our physical bodies are important to God and deserving of our thoughtful care, it is
the acknowledgement that the Holy Spirit dwells within each of us that prompts the following words.
While we may react physically to the wonders of the Walk to Emmaus by shedding tears, laughing at our various antics
or bowing to the care and love we feel for our new friends in Christ, it is the Holy Spirit in each of us that forms the
catalyst for these emotions. How often have we seen new Pilgrims at the closing ceremony at a loss for words to
describe the experience of the preceding seventy-two hours? For many of us, most perhaps, this level of emotion is
difficult to put into words. What is particularly important is that it is those feelings which prompt us to make promises
to God and one to another to become better men, women, husbands, wives, fathers, mothers and Christians.
It is the Holy Spirit in each of us that has become alive and urges us to go forward in our lives to do the work Jesus
demanded of his disciples. It is the grace of God to which we've been exposed and the love and encouragement we
each receive from our fellow Pilgrims that has brought us to commit to things we might not otherwise consider.
However, there is one problem. The Holy Spirit dwelling within us requires nurturing, just as does our physical body.
The newly found energy we feel will wane unless it is reinforced from time-to-time. We may very well fail to realize this
until after our zeal for Christian discipleship has faded. Here is where the 4th Day and Reunion Groups come into play.
At the end of a successful Walk, few would believe that these newly found feelings will ever subside. They do. If the 4th
Day offers nothing else it is a reminder that our souls, like a battery, can be recharged if only you plug in once in awhile.
After a week or two on your own it's fun and refreshing to meet again with your fellow Pilgrims and the team that
guided you through the Walk. You will discover that those feeling with which you were so amazed come bubbling back
and spur you forward toward the new life-goals to which you committed on the final hour of your Walk. When coupled
with a Gathering of the Community, you discover an entirely new set of friends and fellow Christians. Now, what could
be more important than that?
Reunion Groups offer an opportunity to "quick-charge" your spiritual battery by bringing Pilgrims who reside in the same
area a change to meet more frequently then the monthly Gatherings would permit. Not only that but they give you a
chance to play a role in the lives of others who may need you. Isn't this what leading a Christian life is all about? Plus
you get a chance to car-pool to our far-flung meetings. Perfect!
You are going to hear more and more about 4th Days and Reunion Groups over the coming months. Sponsors will be
reminded time and again that their responsibility does not end on Sunday of the final day of the Walk. If your
responsibility for your Pilgrim ends at all, it's after the 4th Day. As your Board of Directors representative with
responsibility for 4th Days and Reunion Groups I am pledged to make the 4th Day occasion a priority as well as
identification of Reunion Groups now serving the Community. This will take time and your cooperation to make this all
happens.
de Colores, Dave Ogee

AGAPE
Don’t forget to have your Reunion Group provide 65 pieces of Agape for each of
the upcoming Walks … contact Charlotte Waddill at 936-855-2523 if you have any
questions.
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