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Community News by Robert Read
Greetings to the Community in the name of our
Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ
I would also like to welcome the new members to the community from Walks
83 and 84. We are so very pleased to see our community grow with followers
of our Lord Jesus Christ. We hope and pray that this community will be a
blessing to you as you now embark on your Fourth Day.
Women’s Walk #83 and Men’s Walk #84 were just completed and we are extremely pleased with the outcome of these walks. Walk #83 completed with 35-pilgrims and Walk #84 finished with 27-pilgrims. I attended both of the closings for these two Walks and the testimonies I heard from
the vast majority of the pilgrims were moving to say the least. I firmly believe you can judge performance by
the fruit produced, and these two crops were outstanding! I would like to congratulate Patrice Summerour,
Eric Dehmer, and all the team members on a job well done! And on behalf of the Board and the Community
say thank you for your service.
Our next set of Walks is Women’s Walk #85 with Nancy Goodell October 6-9, 2011 and Men’s Walk #86
with Ed Wetterman October 20-23, 2011. Team selection will be real soon for these two Walks, so sign up
to work today. You can sign up online at http://bvec.inetmember.com, or contact Deborah Hildebrand by
email at debhildebrand@verizon.net or by phone at 979-567-7751. We will have paper applications at the
next Gathering for those that don’t use a computer.
Our next Gathering will be Saturday May 14, 2011 at First United Methodist Somerville, Texas. This will be
the Fourth Day Meeting for Walks 83 and 84 beginning at 4:00PM and the Gathering at 5:00PM. The Board
will be frying fish for our meal so bring side dishes and desserts. I want to remind all sponsors and team
members for Walks 83 and 84, you are expected to be there with your pilgrim. We would love to see a
100% turn out for this Fourth Day Meeting.
I would like to remind everyone that one of the most important aspects of a successful Fourth Day is to be a
part of a reunion group/accountability group. If you are not already a member of a group, please seek one
out and join it or start a new one. I also want to remind sponsors it is your responsibility to help your pilgrim
find a group. We want to continue emphasizing Fourth Day events and activities. I believe that as a community if we stress the Fourth Day activities it will naturally promote all the other aspects of the Walk to Emmaus.

Robert Read
BVEC
Community Lay Director
Walk-60
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His Strength Revealed
19 For what can be known about God is plain to them, because God has shown it to them. 20 For his invisible attributes, namely, his eternal power and divine nature, have been clearly perceived, ever since the creation of the world, in
the things that have been made. So they are without excuse. (Romans 1:19-20 ESV)
"I'll take what's behind door number one," the contestant said on the TV show Let's Make a Deal. It could be a wonderful trip or something equally as thrilling, or it might be something of little or no value. He wouldn't know until the curtai n
was opened and the prize uncovered. He took a chance selecting what he could not see.
Thankfully, God doesn't make you choose from things that are concealed and when you choose Him, you’re not taking
a chance. He revealed His plan of salvation from the beginning through His creation and His Word. He promised the
Messiah who would save the world from the darkness of sin. Jesus is that light. Having faith in Christ, his death and
resurrection unites you with the all-powerful God who guards and guides you through your Fourth Day, until Jesus returns again. When that happens, the full extent of the wonder and grandeur of Heaven will be revealed.
Beloved, remember: your Fourth Day will have its difficulties and even its tragedies, but God's strength alone will carry
you through from here to eternity.
deColores,
Robert Read
BVEC
Community Lay Director
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Greetings Brothers & Sisters,
First of all, I would like to thank you for your hard
work providing all of the INCREDIBLE AGAPE for
Walk #83 & #84! Community, you did a GREAT
JOB! The pilgrims felt the love in all of your wonderful surprises! While your planning your Agape
gifts for the October walks, remember the number
needed is #65! I will be bringing the Agape sign up
sheet for Walks #85 & #86 to the Fourth day/
Gathering May 14th in Somerville. Please remember
to have all of your contact information in our Computer System.
Once again, Thank You!
De Colores,
Kyley Ochoa
Asst. Community Lay Director
Agape Coordinator
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Communication
WARNING - The list serve is simply an unmoderated Yahoo Group, BVEC has limited controls. We ask that it be used only for prayer requests
and the dissemination of community information.
However, any BVEC member that is registered
could inadvertently send links to malicious websites.
We do exclude attachments but we strongly recommend that you do not click on any link included in a
message from Yahoo Groups.
Our new system will allow us a secure way of getting out the info (if folks will do their part and log
in), but until then the Yahoo group is monitored for
abuse, however monitoring is “after the fact”. Potentially harmful messages could have already been
sent. We can and do restrict offending members
from sending further messages to the group.

Hello from Your Treasurer
Our accounts are in great shape after the Walks. We
gave a little less than $2000 in scholarships, which
still leaves plenty of money for the Fall Walks. The
cost of the Walk is $125. Half scholarships are
available to anyone in need, that includes pilgrims
and team members. We would ask that you would
first look to other avenues for financial help, including your reunion group, church, Sunday school,
etc. We don't want money to be the reason why
someone doesn't attend, but we also feel that there
needs to be some commitment on the part of the Pilgrim. We can't know everyone's circumstance, so
we rely on good sponsorship here. Bottom line is,
we'll work with you to make sure we get the right
amount of help where it's needed and the Hullaballoo money is there to be used.
DeColores, Doug Summerour

Remember!
The May Gathering, Fourth Day Meeting, and FISH
FRY at FUMC Somerville. The Fourth Day Meeting
for Walks 83 & 84 begins at 4:00pm. The Gathering/Fish Fry begins at 5:00pm. We are providing the
fish, fries and hush puppies so just bring a side dish
to share. Worship will follow.
Also, be on the lookout for items for the Auction
which is part of the annual Hullabaloo at the August
Gathering. The Auction is the source of income for
our Scholarships. Check the online Calendar for
more details.
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4th Day Talk
Guidelines
Please accept the sincere thanks of the Emmaus community for agreeing to give the 4 th Day Talk! We know
that God will bless you as you prepare for your talk and the community will be blessed by the words you are led to
share. The guidelines that follow are designed to assist in your preparation.
Whether you are speaking at a DDU or an Gathering, your talk should be no longer than 10 minutes in
length! It should cover one experience or idea and not your entire life of all of your experiences. It is a talk about
YOUR 4th DAY (your post-Emmaus journey with the Lord). Your talk should be a personal story, stated honestly and
presented in a “down to earth” manner.
Your talk might tell how you serve God in your church or community.
OR
It might tell how you met God or have experienced His love and power in your own life.
OR
It might tell a specific way in which you have tried to help someone know God’s love.
OR
It might tell about a recent experience and how you have seen and felt God’s presence.
OR
It might tell how you have seen God’s presence in another person and what that means to you.
OR
It might tell how you try to keep God at the center of your life.
The Fourth Day talk should not be a sermon, instruction on Christianity, or Bible teaching and should not try to justify
a specific doctrinal position. Try to avoid talking about the details of an Emmaus weekend – we often have visitors at
Gatherings who have not attended one. Your talk should not attempt to be emotional or sensational.
You can use the following self-test to confirm that your talk is on track; you should be able to answer “yes” to all of
these questions:
Does this talk show that Jesus Christ is in my life?
Will it show how much I want to follow Him?
Does Jesus himself hold the most important place in the talk?
Will my talk stimulate people to think of things they might plan to do to transform their home, work, church, recreation or environment for Christ?
Before the Gathering have a friend or group of friends agree to be your prayer partner(s). Meet with them before your
talk and have them pray for God’s presence while you are talking.
We know that God has blessed your life and that He will be present with you as you prepare and present your Fourth
Day talk.
God Bless your testimony,
The Brazos Valley Emmaus Community

The Community Would Like To Hear From You
Share your Fourth Day experience here
Tell us how living your Fourth Day you have continued to grow in relationship to Christ and to live as a faithful disciple. Jot
down your thoughts and forward to me (communications@bvemmaus.org) for inclusion in the BVEC Newsletter. We will
select from our members input to be included in each newsletter.
DeColores,
Jerry Coffman Walk 60, Table of Peter

communication@bvemmaus.org
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My Fourth Day Journey
Something happened in a chance meeting with a retired clergyman one night in 2005 that inspired me to say ‘yes’ to attending a Walk. After many years of denying myself the opportunity to experience God’s love for me through Emmaus I agreed to let a perfect stranger to
sponsor me on Walk #62. Ironically, after attending 6 months of weekly reunion group meetings with my sponsor prior to actually going on my Walk, we had long since become anything
but strangers. I didn’t know it yet but this was to be the first of many godly relationships
that I would form through Emmaus.
Just as with many others, my Walk was a real mountaintop experience for me and was defined through ‘dying moments.’ There, as I felt God’s sanctifying love washing over me I
sensed a great burden lifted. I also became convicted of the call that God had placed on my
life 10 years before – the one that I had been consciously following the footsteps of Jonah
in, rather than the way of Christ.
I responded to this call by enrolling in lay speaking ministry classes ultimately culminating in
certification as a lay minister last year. It was during this process and subsequently working
Walks each year that God gave me further conviction that I was still in denial of who He had
created me to be. Finally, I fully relinquished my will to His and enrolled as a candidate for
pastoral ministry and will be eligible to be appointed to serve a church this year.
Since letting go and letting God’s will for my life take precedence over all else I have come to
know a peace that passes all understanding and have found joy of such depth that I have
never before known in my life. I cannot begin to tell you of the incredible changes that have
occurred in all of my relationships, especially in my marriage. For me, this whole process began with Emmaus.
I still join my sponsor for Emmaus reunion group meetings every week although he now also
serves as my clergy mentor. And, I attend a second reunion group meeting at my church each
week as well. Even though my ability to serve as laity will culminate with my service on Walk
#84 I don’t think that I can ever give back fully what I have received from Emmaus. For this
reason I am very excited about the limitless possibilities that lie ahead for me to serve as
clergy. God is good – all the time!
De Colores!
Eric Dehmer
Walk #62
Table of Matthew
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Please Verify Your Data

Periodically we will ask that Community Members log onto the database system at
http://bvec.inetmember.com and check to verify that we have current information in the database. To Verify your data
log onto the database system and select “You”, then “Your Information”, and “Contact/Credentials”. Check that all
your contact information is current, and then click the button that says “My Information is Correct”
Having current information simplifies several areas. If you would like to sign up to work a walk you simply log in and
select “You” from the bar at the top of the screen. Then if you would like to sign up as a Team member select the
Team Sign ups and then the Walk. To volunteer for one of the behind the scenes roles select Vol. Sign Ups, then the
Position and the Walk. If we have current information in the database your information is forwarded to the appropriate committee and you will be contacted. If the information in the database is not current it may be hard to contact
you.. So please Log onto the Database and Verify your information. While there also confirm your Reunion Group,
Experience and Church Community. If you see any problems with any of the information you can use the problem
buttons located on the Experience page.

Welcome Members of Walks 83 and 84!
Well, you did it! You finally went on the Walk to Emmaus, and now you KNOW why YOUR sponsor pestered you so
long to get you to go! And now, the wheels in your mind are going full speed figuring who you need to sponsor on a
walk. That’s a very common reaction to the weekend. We want another person to experience what we experienced.
But as new community members, you may not be aware of what goes into sponsoring a pilgrim on a walk, so here’s a
few guidelines to help you.
1. The first time you sponsor a pilgrim you should have a co-sponsor to help you. Your own sponsor would be
a good choice. They can guide you through the check list of things to do as a sponsor.
2. PRAY about it first! WHY do you want to sponsor this person on the Walk to Emmaus? If your answer is
anything OTHER THAN the fact that you love them and want to deepen their relationship with Christ, then think again.
Emmaus strives to build servants to serve and work in their own churches. A prospective pilgrim should:
a. already have a relationship with God
b. be willing to move forward in their journey with God
c. be at a point in life where they can devote their full attention to the message and
experience of the Walk.
3. There is a substantial list of obligations you accept when you sponsor a pilgrim. Look over the list carefully
and be sure you can meet the expectations required of a sponsor.
Remember: The ultimate reason for recruiting a pilgrim is Christ’s love in you wanting the same love for a prospective
Pilgrim. Building the kingdom of God is serious work, and building a strong Emmaus community starts with these
questions.
If you have questions about sponsoring a pilgrim, any of the board members would be happy to assist you. Remember,
you should have a co-sponsor the first time you sponsor someone. Who is God calling you to ask?
DeColores,
Deanie Gold
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Kitchen Corner
First, let me say thank you to everyone that helped out on the Walks. We filled all the slots and everyone did a great
job. We are going to try a couple of changes on the next Walks. On the morning shifts, we are going to try splitting
those into 2 shifts. The first shift will probably be 7-10am, and the second from 11am-2pm. The third shift will run
from 4-7pm. Also, you can now sign up online on the bvec.inetmember.com site. Go to You, All about you, Vol
Signups, Position Signups, and then you'll see Kitchen, Time, and Walk. You can always call me or email
me. Remember, we've got a bunch of folks and some slots fill faster than others. I'd ask that you only sign up for one
slot if your using the online system. If you want to work more than one slot, I will pencil you in on the other slot(s)
and see if demand allows it.
For those of you that don't know, we are now in charge of staffing the Kitchen during the Walks. The camp still provides the lead, Rob Meyer, but we provide the workers. All you have to do is show up and take directions. If you've
never done it, it's fun and an easy way to show your love if you only have a limited amount of time available. It counts
as service on the outside time, so it's a great way to get your feet wet. Some folks like to sign up and come as a
group, but we always need singles as well. Sponsors cannot volunteer.
Time Slots are Thursday 3PM-6PM (3 people) Friday 7AM-10AM (3-4 people) 11AM-2PM (3-4 people) 4PM7PM (3-4 people)
Saturday 7AM-10AM (3-4 people) 11AM-2PM (3-4 people) Saturday 4PM-7PM (4-5 people) Sunday 7AM-10AM (3-4 people) 11AM-2PM (3-4 people)
Thursday is good if you like to see the "send off", Saturday night is good if your going to Candlelight, and Sunday is
good if your going to Closing. Once again, No Sponsors.
Any other questions, call me. (979) 525-9139 or summerour@broadwaves.net.
DeColores, Doug Summerour

New From the Upper Room
Fourth Day Forward
60 Daily Meditations
written by various Emmaus participants
You’ve just completed your first Walk to Emmaus, and your spirit has been set ablaze by the fire of the Holy Spirit.
How will you continue your walk with Christ in the coming days and months?
This book of 60 meditations, written by other Emmaus pilgrims, elaborates on the themes of the 15 talks you heard
during your three days. The meditations will nourish your spirit and encourage you in your daily discipleship. Reading
them will help you stay close to Christ, participate faithfully in your congregation, and live as a Christian on mission to
your community and the rest of the world.
These devotionals provide two months of meditations and can be the foundation for a daily, personal study program.
All of us were moved by the power and love of the Holy Spirit on our weekend and these devotions can help us to
keep the fires burning as we serve Him. These booklets make a great agape gift and can be given by sponsors or
group reunions or the community itself. The product number for Fourth Day Forward is 1047 and for Taking Flight, it is
1048. They can be ordered by calling 800-972-0433.or online from the Upper Room Bookstore
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Did you know?

Did you know it takes approximately 70 people to serve just one weekend Walk? Thirty-three people
are needed to serve on the Inside and Outside Teams, which require a minimum of 3 days service.
The BVEC Team Selection Committee is now accepting applications for the October 2011 Walks. Lay
Directors for these Walks are Nancy Goodell and Ed Wetterman. To serve on one of these teams,
please complete the team application online or mail in the printed form to the address on the form
NO LATER THAN May 23rd. Copies of the form may be obtained on the next page, at the next Gathering on May 14th at FUMC, Somerville as well as on the web www.bvemmaus.org, or apply online at
http://bvec.inetmember.com.
For additional information, please email Deborah Hildebrand at
team_selection@bvecmmaus.org or debhildebrand@verizon.net.
If you are unable to get away for that amount of time but would like to serve, many opportunities still
exist where you can volunteer for several hours and still receive credit for serving on the Outside
Team. These include: working in the Kitchen (3 shifts daily for a total of 24 people); Facilities Set-up
on Thursday (6) people or Facilities Tear-down on Sunday (6) people; Welcoming Committee on Thursday evening (5) people; and Parking Attendants (2 each) for Arrival, Candlelight, and Closing. Each of
these opportunities requires a very minimal amount of your time and is vital to the Community’s ability
to proceed with a Walk. If you are interested in serving in one of these areas, please contact the following people:
Kitchen: Doug Summerour at (979) 525-9139
or at summerour3@me.com
Facilities Set-up/Tear-Down: Steve May at (979) 778-0071
or at wsmayjr@gmail.com
Welcoming Committee/Parking: Judy Ball at (936) 788-1368

Not hearing from us?
It seems that some community members are not receiving messages from the Board that we
send out via our Database System. Check you Spam/Junk Mail folders and be sure to add
BVEC@IMS-Common.com to your Safe Senders list. You might also check with you Internet Service Provider to see if they also block possible spam messages. Have them add
BVEC@IMS-Common.com to their safe list as well.

NOTICE—Please mail all future Walk Request Reservation Forms, Sponsor Forms, and Release Forms to:
Registrar BVEC, 2800 Caney Creek Rd., Chappell Hill, TX. 77426
If you have any questions concerning registering for a walk and would like to call—please call (979) 277-9625
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Brazos Valley Emmaus Team Application
You may sign up on the database site, or this form may be completed and returned to the address below . After you log in go to
“You—All About You” then click on “team Sign Ups” if you wold like to be considered for serving on a team for a BVEC Walk

Name: _____________________________________________ Email: _________________________________________ M/F: ________
Address: _________________________________________________City: ___________________________ State: _TX_ Zip: ________
Telephone (Home): __________________________ Cell: _____________________________ Date of Birth: ___________________
Your Walk No: _________ Type: ____________________________ Community: ___________________________________________
Where: ________________________________________ Church: ___________________________________________________________
City: ________________________________________ Clergy Y/N ______

Occupation: ________________________________

Church Activities: _________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Reunion Group Name__________________________________________ (When/Where): ___2nd ______________________________
Musician Y/N? ______ Instrument: ___________________________________________________ Lead Music ? _______________
Previous Team Service:
List all team service with the latest Walk first, including other locations and Walk types (Chrysalis, Cursillo, Kairos, etc.). Position
(TL=Table Leader, OT=Outside Team, etc)
Use the back of this form if necessary.
Walk #

Month/Year

Walk Type

How are you willing to serve (check all that apply):

Community & Location

Position

Talk(s) Given

____ 72-hour Prayer Vigil

_____ Registrar Support

_____ Conference Room Team

_____ Outside Support Team

Walk Support: ____Candlelight

____ Thursday Set-up

____ Sunday Clean-up

Other Service: __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Comments: __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Please return this form to:
Brazos Valley Emmaus Community
PO Box 10491
College Station, TX 77842

De Colores! May 2011
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Brazos Valley Emmaus Community
P.O. Box 10491
College Station, Texas 77842
Email: news@bvemmaus.org

Schedule of Gatherings
May

May 14

First UMC

Somerville

June

June 4

First Baptist

Caldwell

July

July 9

August

August 6

First UMC

Caldwell

September

September 3

Crossbridge Christian Church

Houston

November

November 6

First UMC

Brenham

Be sure to sign in to our new online system and verify your information. If you are new to the
community send an email to Jerry Coffman at
technology@bvemmaus.org and we will get you entered into the new system.
The web address is http://bvec.inetmember.com

We’re on the Web!
http://www.bvemmaus.org

