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Community News by Robert Read
Greetings to the Community in the name of our Lord and Savior, Jesus
Christ
We recently held our first BVEC Board meeting of the year 2011. This is the meeting
where we welcome newly elected board members and say goodbye to some retiring
members. We also elect new officers for the board and make new job assignments for
the incoming board members. I was truly honored to be elected to serve as your Community Lay Director for 2011. I want to thank my fellow board members for having
confidence in me, but most of all I want to thank God and give Him all praise honor
and glory for leading me to this place in my life. Through His power and strength I will
faithfully carry out the duties of this office to the best of my ability.
Our meeting along with the two team meetings and the gathering were hosted by Grace Community Fellowship in
Brenham and we want to say thank you to Pastor Mike Rob and his congregation for their gracious hospitality.
On behalf of the BVEC Board and the Community, I want to extend a hearty thanks to Nancy Goodell retiring Community Lay Director, Cindy Cross retiring Agape Chairperson, Derek French retiring Technology and website chairman,
and Marilyn Koch retiring treasurer for their three years of faithful service. At the same time I want to extend a warm
welcome and a big howdy to our new board members, as they begin three years of service to the community, Deanie
Gold, Kyley Ochoa, Joddie Carlile, Jerry Coffman, and Dale Timian.
Oh, and by the way Rev. Jeff Gage is not leaving us just yet. It seems he will be entering into his fifth year as Community Spiritual Director, so we need to be sure and thank Jeff when there is opportunity. Jeff will be remaining until a replacement is found, so if you are an Emmaus clergy person in the Brazos Valley Emmaus Community and you feel
God tugging at your heart to serve in that capacity, I’m sure Jeff would love to talk to you about the blessings and
treasures you might build for yourself in heaven.
I also want to remind you of our upcoming spring walks – Walk-83 March 31 – April 3, 2011 with Patrice Summerour
as Lay Director and Walk-84 April 14 – 17, 2011 with Eric Dehmer as Lay Director. There are still plenty of spots available, so get your pilgrims signed up early.
I would like for everyone to be aware, if you are not already, of our on-line data management system and to be sure
and use it. It doesn’t matter how you manage data, if you don’t have correct data input in the first place it will be of little
use. We are depending on each of you to use the system and update your data, so we will have accurate records. If
you are having trouble using the system there are help videos on the Home page or you can contact Jerry Coffman.
Jerry will be our new Communications/Technology chairman. Look for more information in this issue.
Our next Gathering will be 5:00PM February 5, 2010 at Hilltop Lakes Chapel #2 Hilltop Drive, Hilltop Lakes, Texas
77871. This is my home church so I’m looking forward to seeing a good turn out.
DeColores,

Robert Read
BVEC
Community Lay Director
Walk-60
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Amazing Grace
“Amazing Grace” was written as a poem by John Newton to illustrate a sermon on New Years Day in 1773. The
song came about during the Second Great Awakening in the United States when the words were put to the melody of a song called “New Britain”. It is undoubtedly one of the most recognized songs in the English speaking
world and has been recorded by many artists over the years. The song is used to close all gatherings of the Brazos
Valley Emmaus.
After the walk, gatherings are the way we reconnect with the other pilgrims and team members. It is an important
part of your participation in the community. Music is as important to the gatherings as it is to the walk. We need
all musicians to step forward and lead worship when the gathering is in your home area. If your church is sponsoring the gathering, we welcome your church band to provide the music (they don’t need to have been on the
walk).
I am now organizing the Emmaus musicians as a group. I will then email all of the gatherings info to the group so
you can plan when you can to help. I hope each of you will send me your current contact information and commit
to serve at a gathering. We also need you for Candlelight’s and closing during the walk. This is your opportunity
to pass along the grace of music that you received on your walk.
DeColores
Dale Timian
dtimian@hughes.net

The 2011 Brazos Valley Emmaus Board
Lay Director: Robert Read (903) 626-4967
Assistant Lay Director: Kyley Ochoa
(979) 436-1338
Spiritual Director: Jeff Gage (979) 822-1730
Treasurer: Doug Summerour (979) 525-9139
Secretary: Beth Barnes (979) 731-8740
Team Selection: Deborah Hildebrand
(979) 567-7751
Nominations: Judy Ball (936) 788-1368
Reunion Groups & 4th Day: Beth Barnes
(979) 731-8740
Registrar: Joddie Carlile (979) 277-9625
Welcoming/Closing: Judy Ball
(936) 788-1368
Agape: Kyley Ochoa (979) 436-1338
Music/Entertainment: Dale Timian
(979) 272-1676

Logistics, Transportation, Facility set-up/
breakdown: Steve May (979) 778-0071
Literature & Supplies: Cindy Van Deventer
(979) 567-7737
Sponsor Hour: Ruth Martin, H:(979) 596-2529
C: (979) 200-9203
Candlelight: Ruth Martin, H:(979) 596-2529
C: (979) 200-9203
Gatherings: Sue Houseley (979) 865-3713
Prayer Chapel/Prayer Vigils: Pat Baker
(979) 567-0218
Training: Deanie Gold, (979) 567-7155
Kitchen Coordinator: Doug Summerour (979) 525
-9139
Communication/Technology: Jerry Coffman,
(512) 430-4065
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Did You Know?
Did you know it takes approximately 70 people to serve
just one weekend Walk? Thirty people are needed to
serve on the Inside and Outside Teams which require a
minimum of 3 days service.
Opportunities still exist where you can volunteer for several hours and still receive credit for serving on an Outside Team. These include: working in the Kitchen (2
shifts daily for a total of 18 people); Facilities Set-up on
Thursday (6 people) or Facilities Tear-down on Sunday
(6 people); Welcoming Committee on Thursday evening
(5 people); and Parking Attendants (2 each) for Arrival,
Candlelight, and Closing. Each of these opportunities
require a very minimal amount of your time and are vital
to the Community’s ability to proceed with a Walk. If
interested in serving in one of these areas, please contact
the following people:
Kitchen: Doug Summerour (979) 451-5415
Welcoming Committee/Parking: Judy Ball
(936) 788-1368
Facilities Set-up/Tear-Down: Steve May
(979) 778-0071

Communication
WARNING - The list serve is simply an un-moderated
Yahoo Group, BVEC has limited controls. We ask that it
be used only for prayer requests and the dissemination of
community information. However, any BVEC member
that is registered could inadvertently send links to malicious websites. We do exclude attachments but we
strongly recommend that you do not click on any link
included in a message from Yahoo Groups.
Our new system will allow us a secure way of getting out
the info (if folks will do their part and log in), but until
then the Yahoo group is monitored for abuse, however
monitoring is “after the fact”. Potentially harmful messages could have already been sent. We can and do restrict offending members from sending further messages
to the group.

IMS and Prayer Vigils
Everyone hopefully knows by now that we have a new
online data management system called IMS (Internet
Membership Systems). I have written several articles in
the past about all the different things you can do with this
system, one of which is sign-up for the 72-hour prayer
vigils and that is what we are going to concentrate on in
this article. If you have not registered to use the IMS site,
please do so, it will save you time and it will save the
community time. You can go to the home page of the site
at http://bvec.inetmember.com. On the home page, you
will find a video to help you register to use the site.
Once you are registered and signed-in, go to the menu
item “COMMUNITY” and click on “PRAYER VIGILS”.
The next screen will display your name, location and
email address. If this is correct, click the button
“SELECT WALK”. Then select the Walk you wish to
sign-up for by clicking the magnifying glass to the left of
the Walk. You may then select the day using the dropdown menu in the upper right corner of the screen and
select the time slot you want by clicking the green plus
sign to the left of the time slot you want. Once you have
done this, you are done and we are done, that’s all there
is to it.

Now if you use the old method for prayer vigil sign up by
emailing or calling Pat Baker, he in turn has to email
Jerry Coffman and Jerry has to enter your name in the
slot requested. By the time all this happens, someone else
may have already signed-up for that spot and we wind up
with duplicate coverage. Which is not a bad thing, if all
spots are covered, but if you had gone directly to the
prayer vigil sign-up you would have seen that spot was
covered and selected a different spot that was vacant.
If you will use the IMS prayer vigil sign-up it knows who
you are by your email log-in and once the Walk is near,
automated reminders can be sent via email to remind you
of your time and date to pray. When Jerry has to manually enter your name the email is not known, so the auto
reminders are not possible.
The IMS system is a valuable tool, if we use it. I encourage you to use it for prayer vigil sign-up and for all the
other functions as well.
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4th Day Talk
Guidelines
Please accept the sincere thanks of the Emmaus community for agreeing to give the 4 th Day Talk!
We know that God will bless you as you prepare for your talk and the community will be blessed by the
words you are led to share. The guidelines that follow are designed to assist in your preparation.
Whether you are speaking at a DDU or an Gathering, your talk should be no longer than 10
minutes in length! It should cover one experience or idea and not your entire life of all of your experiences. It is a talk about YOUR 4th DAY (your post-Emmaus journey with the Lord). Your talk should be a
personal story, stated honestly and presented in a “down to earth” manner.
Your talk might tell how you serve God in your church or community.
OR
It might tell how you met God or have experienced His love and power in your own life.
OR
It might tell a specific way in which you have tried to help someone know God’s love.
OR
It might tell about a recent experience and how you have seen and felt God’s presence.
OR
It might tell how you have seen God’s presence in another person and what that means to you.
OR
It might tell how you try to keep God at the center of your life.
The Fourth Day talk should not be a sermon, instruction on Christianity, or Bible teaching and should not
try to justify a specific doctrinal position. Try to avoid talking about the details of an Emmaus weekend – we
often have visitors at Gatherings who have not attended one. Your talk should not attempt to be emotional
or sensational.
You can use the following self-test to confirm that your talk is on track; you should be able to answer “yes” to
all of these questions:
Does this talk show that Jesus Christ is in my life?
Will it show how much I want to follow Him?
Does Jesus himself hold the most important place in the talk?
Will my talk stimulate people to think of things they might plan to do to transform their home, work,
church, recreation or environment for Christ?
Before the Gathering have a friend or group of friends agree to be your prayer partner(s). Meet with them
before your talk and have them pray for God’s presence while you are talking.
We know that God has blessed your life and that He will be present with you as you prepare and present
your Fourth Day talk.
God Bless your testimony,
The Brazos Valley Emmaus Community
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The Community Would Like To Hear From You
Share your Fourth Day experience here
We would like to add a section to the newsletter to include your personal experience from your Fourth Day. Tell us
how living your Fourth Day you have continued to grow in relationship to Christ and to live as a faithful disciple. Jot
down your thoughts and forward to me (communications@bvemmaus.org) for inclusion in the BVEC Newsletter.
We will select from our members input to be included in each newsletter.
DeColores,
Jerry Coffman

My Fourth Day Journey
Walk to Emmaus #58 changed my life. I know we have all heard this from someone, or from several, but in my case it has been
fairly dramatic, and I want to share it with all of you in the community. Before the walk, I was a fairly new professing Chr istian, and
had settled into a routine at the Methodist church in Caldwell, attending services and singing in the choir. On the walk I felt Christ’s
presence, saw his face, and committed to follow Him wherever He led. I returned to my church, became Evangelism chair, started
Lay Speaking school, and began working to bring new folks to a life with Jesus and to share the blessings I had received.
I continued to work on successive walks each fall after that first one, and each one renewed my commitment, invigorated my faith,
and moved me closer to discipleship. I strongly urge anyone in the community who has not worked a walk to sign up today. You
were blessed by your first walk, and you will be even more blessed by working others. My work culminated on Walk 72 where I
was blessed to be the Lay Director.
At the end of that walk, standing in the chapel at Cross Roads, I heard a call to full-time ministry, and I have directed my life in that
way since. I have been part of the Praise Band at the church, served as Evangelism and Finance chairs, served as a director of the
BVEC, and completed my certification as a Lay Minister since that walk.
But God is not finished with me yet, as the song goes. He continues to stretch me and call me to new ministry. I have just recently
joined with a group who is planting a new church in Caldwell, a church to reach out to the unchurched in new ways, and to bring
them into a relationship with Jesus Christ through small groups and contemporary worship. This is both saddening, to be leaving the
church I “grew up in”, even if that growth started at 60, and joyful, to be part of joining God in a new ministry and to step out in faith
in His service. The others joining in this effort are also Emmaus alumni, not surprisingly, and we all need your prayers. Please pray
for us and our efforts to serve the Lord. None of this could have happened without the Walk to Emmaus. I am blessed to be a part of
such a wonderful and committed community of faith.
deColores,
Pat Baker,
Walk 58, Table of John

Hello from Your Treasurer
First, I'd like to say thank you to Marilyn Koch for doing an OUTSTANDING job for the past 3 years and handing me
a flawless set of books. We start the year in great financial condition, with plenty of money for both operating expenses and scholarships. The cost of the Walk is $125. Half scholarships are available to anyone in need, that includes pilgrims and team members. We would ask that you would first look to other avenues for financial help, including your reunion group, church, sunday school, etc. We don't want money to be the reason why someone doesn't
attend, but we also feel that there needs to be some commitment on the part of the Pilgrim. We can't know everyones
circumstance, so we rely on good sponsorship here. Bottom line is, we'll work with you to make sure we get the right
amount of help where it's needed.
DeColores,
Doug Summerour
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Are you a member of a Reunion Group?
Have you stopped lately to analyze the direction that your life has taken since your Walk? Where is God taking you? What is He asking you to do to further His Kingdom? How are you being used as Jesus’ hands and
feet? Are you listening and following His direction? Are you serving in ways you never imagined possible? Do
you have someone to hold you accountable for your growth and service? Do you have a support system that
lifts you in prayer on a regular basis?
Being a part of a Reunion Group and meeting with other Christian’s on a regular basis is an essential
part of your Fourth Day journey. Life is challenging and overwhelming at times and having others to hold you
up is a blessing you do not want to miss out on. I want to encourage you in 2011 to become involved in a Reunion Group if you currently are not. The beginning of the new year is a perfect time to build in activities that
can have life changing results. Active participation in a Reunion Group can do just that!
Last year I began to update the Reunion Group list located on the Brazos Valley Emmaus website. Due
to some of those unforeseen life challenges, I did not get the job completed. I apologize. I pledge to be diligent about this responsibility during 2011. Until the updated list is available, I encourage you to contact your
Sponsor or a church member who has attended the Walk for help in locating a Reunion Group. You do not want
to miss out on any of God’s blessings. DeColores!
Beth Barnes
Walk 10, Table of Sarah

New Video
The Upper Room has produced a new promotional video to help explain to prospective pilgrims what the
Walk to Emmaus is all about. This video would be great to show to your Sunday school class, Bible study
group, small group, or your entire congregation. The video can be viewed online at http://
vimeo.com/8697255 and DVD copies may be ordered from the Upper Room. Go to upperroom.org/Emmaus
and scroll down about ¾ of the page in the center and you will see the video with a link below to download
an order form. I have previewed this video and it is very well done. It includes some brief testimonies and
gives a thorough overview of the Walk. We have shown the video to our adult Sunday school class at Hilltop
Lakes Chapel and it was well received.

Can’t Find Your Cross and Lanyard?
The cross on our lanyards has changed to a wooden cross. I have a few metal crosses available for people that may have lost their lanyard and originally had a metal cross. Please contact Cindy Van Deventer
if you need a replacement. The number is very limited so only replacements are available .

NOTICE—Please mail all future Walk Request Reservation Forms, Sponsor Forms, and Release Forms to:
Registrar BVEC, 2800 Caney Creek Rd., Chappell Hill, TX. 77426
If you have any questions concerning registering for a walk and would like to call—please call (979) 277-9625
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Greetings,
Part of my job as the Training Coordinator is to help educate our Emmaus community on a variety of topics, including
Good Sponsorship. The strength of any Emmaus community is a direct result of its recruiting practices, and our reruits
are our Pilgrims. After going on the Walk, many of us begin to look at people around us and say “______ needs to go
on the Walk to Emmaus”. We want another person to experience what we experienced, and we assume they will be as
comfortable with the message of Emmaus as we were. However, no one should be recruited to attend the Walk to Emmaus to be changed into what we think a Christian should be like or because they have issues that “need fixing”.
That’s not up to us – it’s up to God! The ultimate reason for wanting to recruit a person to attend the Walk is to
deepen that person’s relationship with Christ and to develop another disciple willing to work for Christ. With the
Spring Walks quickly approaching, it’s a good time to ask, “Who could I sponsor as a pilgrim on the Walk to Emaus?”
As you think about prospective pilgrims, ask yourself the following questions:
Is he/she already on a journey with God and willing to grow and move forward in that journey?
Does he/she already have a relationship with God?
Is he/she at a point in their life that they can devote their full attention to the message and experience of the
Walk to Emmaus?
Remember: The ultimate reason for recruiting a pilgrim is Christ’s love in you wanting the same love for a prospective Pilgrim. Building the kingdom of God is serious work, and building a strong Emmaus community starts with
these questions.
If you have questions about sponsoring a pilgrim, any of the board members would be happy to assist you. Remember,
you should have a co-sponsor the first time you sponsor someone. There are still openings on both Walks. Who is
God calling you to ask?
DeColores,
Deanie Gold

Calling all Cooks and Bottle Washers
Our Community is now in charge of staffing the Kitchen during the Walks. The camp still provides the lead, Rob
Meyer, but we provide the workers. All you have to do is show up and take directions. If you've never done it, it's
fun and an easy way to show your love if you only have a limited amount of time available. It counts as service on
the outside team, so it's a great way to get your feet wet. Some folks like to sign up and come as a group, but we always need singles as well. Sponsors cannot volunteer.
Time Slots are:
Thursday 3PM-6PM (3-4 people)
Friday 7AM-2PM (3-4 people) and 4PM-6:30PM (3-4 people)
Saturday 7AM-2PM (3-4 people) and 4PM-6:30PM (4 people)
Sunday 7AM-2PM (3-4 people)
Thursday is good if you like to see the "send off", Saturday night is good if your going to Candlelight, and Sunday is
good if your going to Closing. Once again, No Sponsors. Slots are first come, first serve. If you can only do a partial
slot, call me and we'll talk about it. Any other questions, call me. To sign up, call or email me at (979) 525-9139
or summerour@broadwaves.net.
DeColores,
Doug Summerour
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From the Prayer Chapel
January 2011
We all have heard throughout our Emmaus experience that prayer is the foundation of the Emmaus movement. We all know that
we are to be praying for the teams, the pilgrims, and for God’s wonderful grace to descend on all who are involved.
However, we don’t all sign up for the Prayer Vigils. Is it because it is too hard? Not any more. Jerry has a great explanation elsewhere in this newsletter on how to sign up on-line. The new IMS system has made this easier than ever, and I want to encourage
everyone to use it to sign up now for the upcoming Walks, 83 and 84. The reason it is important to sign up is the other thing we
have heard about every walk. It is for the Pilgrims. Do you remember when that 25 foot long prayer chain was unveiled on your
first walk? I know I do, and I’ll bet that you also took 10 or 15 minutes to look at the names and to see all the people who were
praying for you. That’s why the prayer vigil is important. OK, I know there are a lot of “bad” times, but we need to make sure
the Pilgrims know that they are covered in prayer the entire course of the Walk weekend.
Be sure to pray for the teams too, as they are strengthened and empowered by prayer.
I also want to let you know that since the Yahoo site is not monitored, and can be compromised, that you can send me prayer requests and I will be happy to put them out to the entire community. Any director can do it, but it is my job, so try me first. We are
all prayer warriors; that goes with the territory. But let’s make it a habit to use the on-line sign-up, send out your prayer requests,
and let the community and the Pilgrims know that we are there for them.
I will be reminding you in the coming months via the E-blasts to sign up and be a part of the awesome prayer ministry of Emmaus.
Get ahead of the game, get a “good time. Let the Pilgrims and teams know that you have them in your prayers.
Pat Baker, Prayer Chairman

It’s Time to Sign Up
As the April Walks get closer I want to remind you how simple it is to sign up for time slot for the Prayer Vigil. With our new
database site at http://bvec.inetmember.com you can pick your time and then by simply clicking on the icon next to that time your
name is entered. Plus, you will get an email reminder in advance of the Walk. How is that for cool technology.
To Sign up go to the BVEC Database site at http://bvec.inetmember.com and login. If you have not previously registered for this
site click on the Register for Site button and follow the steps to register. Once you have logged in to the database site across the
top f the screen you will click on Community and then from the drop-down click on Prayer Vigils. This will bring up the Prayer
Warrior Information page so you can confirm you name and email address. Then click on the button to Select a Walk. This will
bring up the list of upcoming walks. You will then click on the icon that looks like the magnifying glass to open the particular
walk. You can select a day from the drop-down list in the upper right corner of the screen. Then simply pick a time slot and click
on the green plus sign icon. This will place your name in the time slot for the Prayer Vigil. You can select as many time slots as
you wish.
If you later need to change your time you can simply click on the red x icon next to your name to remove your name from that
time slot and select a new time slot.
If you are unable to get to the BVEC Database site you can email or call Pat Baker, the Prayer Chairman and give him the time slot
that you would like.
Jerry Coffman
Walk 60, Table of Peter
Communications/Technology
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Keep Them In Your Prayers
These are the teams for the upcoming Walks in April. Let us all keep the teams and the Pilgrims in our
prayers. As we get closer to the weekends for the walks you can get the list of Pilgrims on our web site at
www.bvemmaus.org/vigils.html.

Women’s Walk #83
Patrice Summerour - Lay Director
Patty Clark - Asst Lay Director
Lori Dehmer - Asst Lay Director
Nancy Goodell - Asst Lay Director
Glen Schoeneberg - Spiritual Director
Jeff Gage - Asst Spiritual Director
Cherry Moore - Asst Spiritual Director
Judy Sherman - Asst Spiritual Director
Tony Taylor - Asst Spiritual Director
Holly Carlile - Table Leader
Marlene Coffman - Table Leader
Mary Dozier - Table Leader
Emily Henkhaus - Table Leader
Crystal Pearson - Table Leader
Inez Read - Table Leader
Marie Beckendorf - Asst Table Leader
Marilyn Koch - Asst Table Leader
Kristy Shoemaker - Asst Table Leader
Denise Walker - Asst Table Leader
Reesa Ueckert - Asst Table Leader
Corina Winchell - Asst Table Leader
Judy Veale - Audio/Visual
Cindy Van Deventer - Board Rep
Joyce Brown - Music Team
Mary Stevens - Music Team
Jolene Wickel - Music Team
Sally Miller - Outside Coordinator
Louise Goodrich - Prayer Chapel

Men’s Walk #84
Eric Dehmer - Lay Director
Stephen Lehr - Asst Lay Director
Andrew Perry - Asst Lay Director
W.D. Smith - Asst Lay Director
Vicki Averitt - Spiritual Director
Peggy Hines - Asst Spiritual Director
Ron Trimmer - Asst Spiritual Director
John Warren - Asst Spiritual Director
Gary Westbrook - Asst Spiritual Director
Allen Baytes - Table Leader
Mort Kothmann - Table Leader
Ken Lane - Table Leader
Charlie Lima - Table Leader
Sam Perry - Table Leader
Dave Wyatt - Table Leader
Kevin Baker - Asst Table Leader
Joel Cowan - Asst Table Leader
Swen Crone - Asst Table Leader
Daniel Keele - Asst Table Leader
Sergio Ochoa - Asst Table Leader
Ronald Perry - Asst Table Leader
Pat Baker - Board Rep
Arthur Averitt - Music Team
Raymond Lynch - Music Team
Ronald Rushing - Music Team
Shirley Perry - Outside Coordinator
Calvin Beckendorf - Prayer Chapel
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Brazos Valley Emmaus Community
P.O. Box 10491
College Station, Texas 77842
Email: news@bvemmaus.org

Schedule of Gatherings
February

February 5

Hilltop Lakes Chapel

Hilltop Lakes

March

March 5

Bryan FUMC

May

May 14

Somerville FUMC

June

June 4

July

July 9

August

August 6

September

September 3

CrossBridge Christian Church

Houston

November

November 6

First UMC

Brenham

Be sure to sign in to our new online system and verify your information. If you are new to the
community send an email to Jerry Coffman at
technology@bvemmaus.org and we will get you entered into the new system.
The web address is http://bvec.inetmember.com

«First Name» «Last Name»
«Street Address»
«City», «ST» «ZIP»

We’re on the Web!
http://www.bvemmaus.org

